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Ramayana must rank as one of the most loved and revered books of all time. A part of India's

ancient Vedas, it is a beautiful story of romance and adventure. It recounts the history of Rama, said

be an incarnation of the Godhead, and his divine consort Sita. Filled with magic and mysticism, it

entrances the reader and stirs deeply moving emotions. At the same time its profound spiritual

messages leave one feeling uplifted and enriched. This is a novelisation of the classic. It contains all

the essential narrative of the original Sanskrit poem, but written in a contemporary style. Whilst

adhering closely to the original, I have tried to make it as readable as possible, using the techniques

of character development and dramatisation to draw the reader into the action. By weaving in other

spiritual commentaries on this sacred text, I have also tried to offer the reader the benefit of the

wisdom of India's seers and sages. As I am sure you will discover when your read the book, that

wisdom is as relevant in today's stressful world as it was thousands of years ago, when it was first

written. It was my love for this wonderful book which prompted me to write my adaptation, and I

hope I have been able to share that love with others. Whether you enjoy it simply as a great

adventure story, or you enter deeply into its spiritual meaning, you will surely find it an engaging

read. All in all, I would say that this is as authentic and complete a version as you are likely to find

outside of scholarly translations, but it is a lot easier to read. If you enjoy this, then you might like to

try my novelisation of the Mahabharata, the other great Indian epic, which is also available as an

e-book.Â  Krishna Dharma
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Rama is the most perfect of King Dasarath's sons. He is wise and kind, devout, respectful, and a

fearsome warrior. In the course of his youthful exploits he has fallen in love with Sita, who he now

brings back in triumph to his father's city of Ayodhya. But, on the very day he is to be named

Dasarath's heir, treachery takes place. Banished from Ajodhya by the machinations of one of

Dasarath's jealous wives, Rama and Sita undertake an unconceivable adventure to rid the world of

evil and return to Rama what is rightfully his.And so begins one of the oldest and most spectacular

adventures in literary history. Perhaps the oldest Indian epic, 'The Ramayana' is a grand story, a

cautionary tale, and a vivid picture of the Vedic culture of one of the world's larger countries. This

story, like told in 'The Mahabharata,' is deeply embedded in Indian culture. The tales display many

of the key beliefs that have shaped Indian thought for centuries. For a student of the area, searching

for common threads, they are required reading. For many this is still a text of religious importance.

As Dharma quotes, "This legend is the bestower of longevity, the enhancer of fortune, and the

dispeller of sins.Certainly, in addition to these virtues, 'The Ramayana' is a font of creative ideas.

For those of us who get bogged down in Western approaches and answers it is an opportunity to

see how other cultures have come to deal with questions that are common to all. As such it is a

lesson in the ingeniousness of the human mind and the great commonalties of the human spirit. The

difference in context and the epic scale can be a source of inspiration as well as outstanding

entertainment.
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